
Who lives here?
Naomi and James Mackintosh, a professional couple with 
their three young children.

What type of house is it?
A five-bedroom Edwardian terraced house in Muswell Hill, 
north London.
 
What was the aim of the project?
To create an open-plan space suitable for the whole family.
 
How much did it cost?
A similar project would cost around £120,000.
 
How long did it take?
Six months.

Factfile

A new addition to the brood meant  
a change to the home was needed  
for the Mackintosh family
Words: Yvette Murrell  Photography: Sophie Mutevelian
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“How often can you open up the 
back of your house in this country?” 
Peter Morris, the architect enlisted 
by Naomi and James Mackintosh 
when they began renovations to 
their home two years ago, smiles as 
he asks the question. With a babe 
in arms and another soon to be 
on the way, the couple knew they 
needed to change the property’s 
existing layout. A top priority was 
to increase the amount of light 
entering the downstairs space. 
Naomi and James both come from 
creative design backgrounds, so 
were keen to find an alternative 
to the “ubiquitous” bi-folding 
doors. Peter’s idea was to go for a 
protruding bay window,  installed 
using a special type of glass with 
structural silicone joints, alongside 
a glass door to access the garden. 
“It’s such a nice space to sit and 
read a book,” says Naomi. “The 
only downside is that with glass 
framing the garden so beautifully, 
we’ve had to become very good 
at gardening!” The couple’s 
children – Kayley, six, Freddie, 
four, and latest addition Saskia, 
two – now also enjoy the window 
as a stage to perform in front of  
family and friends.



The living area is a cosy space with warm wood flooring, colourful 
wallpaper, and a rustic fireplace that works well all year round.  
“It’s great in the summer because it’s so light,” Naomi says. “But 
equally in the winter, when it’s already dark by 4pm – it feels really 
snug with a fire going.”

Statement jungle-themed wallpaper was 
a specific request Naomi made early on in 
the design process. “I had the idea in my 
head from the very beginning,” she recalls. 
Having spent a lot of time in the Lake District 
growing up, she liked the idea of bringing 
more greenery indoors. The patterned 
wallpaper, Palmeral by House of Hackney, is 
bold without being too overbearing. “I must 
have looked at about 40 different samples 
before deciding on this particular one.”

When the couple moved into their new home, they immediately knew they wanted to 
make it more sociable and family oriented. Where the couple had been used to open-
plan living in their previous home, the series of small box rooms making up this property’s 
downstairs felt restrictive and impractical to them. So after their initial meeting, architect 
Peter Morris asked the couple to put all their ideas down on paper to help solve major 
issues such as this. “Its good to write down what you want to get out of a project, because 
you can often lose sight during the process,” he says. “It’s nice to be able to look at this at 
the end, too, so you can see how much has been achieved.” The list also helped Peter come 
up with a design that would tick all the couple’s boxes, from ensuring specific requests 
for a gas hob and a wine cabinet to the overall feel and functionality of the space. u
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“Our lives have completely changed 
as a result of this project. Having an 

open-plan space works perfectly for our 
family. We can have friends over and our 
little ones can run around together while 

we watch over them. So if you’re thinking of 
doing something similar – go for it! Yes, it 
can be a painful process at times, but it is 

totally worth it in the end.” 
Naomi Mackintosh, 

homeowner



 The majority of the budget 
was taken up by the structural 
work done to the back of 
the property. They knocked 
through several walls, 
including a load-bearing 
one, as they extended into 
the side-return and had to 
flatten the ground. This took 
time – due to the house 
being terraced, they couldn’t 
bring in a digger. Skylights 
were then installed using the 
same type of glass as the 
new bay window. u
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“My advice to homeowners 
embarking on a renovation is 

to employ an architect. But more 
importantly, hire one that has similar 

taste to you. it’s a very intense time, so it 
helps to have someone who not only has 
the expertise to oversee the project, but 
also a likeminded and creative eye to 

help bring your vision to life.”
Peter Morris, architect

Follow  
@kbbmagazine  

on Twitter  
for bite-sized  

news and ideas. 

“We were very careful with our budget, so there weren’t any unexpected costs during 
the process,” says Naomi. “As it was a large renovation, we chose more affordable 
cabinetry. It may not be the most robust, so we will probably replace it in time.” The 
couple wanted to have a clean, white kitchen to help the room look as light as possible. 
To stay within budget, Peter also suggested using the old cabinets in the newly created 
utility room located next to the kitchen. “He had a really practical approach to the 
whole project and advised us to have a utility room separate to the kitchen where 
laundry could go – seeing as we were going to have a lot more to wash with all the little 
ones. It means the kitchen still looks neat and all the mess is hidden away,” she adds.

“Peter was incredibly helpful at showing us how we could zone each area with 
design cues,” says Naomi. For instance, the couple decided on wood flooring in 
the living area to make it feel cosy and large-format tiles in the kitchen-diner. “We 
also bought a chunky wooden table, to make it feel more homely, and it’s one 
of our favourite pieces in the space. Our old kitchen could only seat four, and 
even then we felt on top of each other when we had people round.” Similarly, 
the island was made with two different finishes – a cooking and prep side with a 
breakfast bar for casual dining opposite.



DESIGN
Architecture Peter Morris 
Architects (020 3011 2665 or 
petermorrisarchitects.com)
Construction KNL 
Construction (01375 400271 or 
knlconstruction.co.uk)
Glazing Maxlight (020 8896 0700 
or maxlight.co.uk)
 
KITCHEN
Cabinetry Wren Kitchens 
(0345 127 7008 or 
wrenkitchens.com)
Tap Wren Kitchens, as before

get the
LOOK

Worktops Silestone 
01256 761 229 or silestone.co.uk)
Butler sink For similar try 
Perrin & Rowe (01708 526361 or 
perrinandrowe.co.uk)
Hob Neff (0344 892 8989 or 
neff.co.uk)
Extractor Neff, as before
Appliances Oven, Neff, as 
before; Wine cooler, CDA 
(01949 862012 or cda.eu)
Splashback tiles Walls 
and Floors (01536 31473 or 
wallsandfloors.co.uk)
Dining table Barker and 

Stonehouse (0330 355 9395 or 
barkerandstonehouse.co.uk)
Pendant lights Hemmesphere 
(020 7739 5011 or  
hemmesphere.co.uk)
Flooring Topps Tiles 
(0800 783 6262 or toppstiles.co.uk)
 
LIVING AREA
Wallpaper House of 
Hackney (020 7739 3273 or 
houseofhackney.com)
Flooring Barham and 
Sons (01638 561978 or 
barhamandsons.com)

Woodburning stove Chesney’s 
(020 7627 1410 or chesneys.co.uk)
Sofa and chair Sofas and Stuff 
(0808 178 3211 or 
sofaandstuff.com)
Nest of tables Barker and 
Stonehouse, as before
 
CLOAKROOM
Wallpaper Cole & Son 
(020 7376 4628 or 
cole–and–son.com)
Sanitaryware CP Hart 
(0845 873 1121 or cphart.co.uk)
Flooring Topps Tiles, as before

The aim was to create a large open-plan room at the back of the 
property where the family could spend the majority of their time  
together. They lived on site during the renovation, turning one 
of their spare rooms into a temporary kitchen and living space. 
The home is located within a conservation area, so full planning 
permission was required before any building work could be carried 
out. The application process took three months, and fortunately was 
approved by the local authority without any issues.      

A disused space under the stairs has 
been turned into a new cloakroom. 
The chosen bold wallpaper makes a 
cheerful statement. As it is a particularly 
narrow space, a reduced-depth basin 
was installed.
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Knocking down several walls separating the kitchen, living area, and dining room in the property’s 
downstairs helped open up the space, making it more functional for the young family. The new 
layout includes a larger kitchen with space for socialising and for the children to play together. 

The Plans

1 Linea Kiruna wood pendant, £150, House of Fraser. 0345 602 
1073 or houseoffraser.co.uk 2 green floral printed cushion, £30, 
Oliver Bonas. 020 8974 0110 or oliverbonas.com 3 Marimekko 
Rosarium cushion, £30, Amara. 0800 587 7645 or amara.com  
4 Home Station wall clock, £22, Sainsbury’s Home. 0800 
636262  or sainsburyshome.co.uk 5 Jenson extending dining 
table, £599, Made. 0344 257 1888 or made.com 6 Perspectives 
hexagon white tile, £120 per sq m, The Baked Tile Company. 
02920 358409 or bakedtiles.co.uk 7 Jardin tropical wallpaper, 
around £130 for three rolls, Mind The gap. mindtheg.com  
8 Brunswick nest of tables, £445, Soho Home. 020 3819 8199 or 
sohohome.com 9 Trinity 1 multifuel stove, £990, ACR. 0121 706 
8266 or acrstoves.com
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