
All devices will be linked via 
your WiFi, and the more you 
have, the bigger the strain on it 
will be. To avoid your systems 
grinding to a halt, evaluate what 
will actually benefit you and 
make sure you’re not needlessly 
buying the latest gimmicks. Once 
you feel confident in using your 
existing intelligent devices, you 
can consider investing in larger 
items such as ovens, washing 
machines, and dishwashers 
over time. You’ll have a smart 
home before you know it. 

Introducing a more advanced way  
of living is easier than you may think.  
Yvette Murrell explains

 S
o, you think you want a 
smart home. You’ve heard 
the term in conversation, 
I’m sure, but what even 

constitutes one? And how do 
you go about making it so? 
Well, I’m here to say it really is 
quite simple – and if you own 
one of the latest mobile phones 
you are already partway there.

In essence, a smart home 
comprises electronic devices 
connected to the internet which 
can be automated or controlled 
remotely via a smartphone 
or central control hub – that 
includes lighting, heating, and 
security systems. It probably 
won’t surprise you it’s a rapidly 
growing trend. At least 20% 
of UK households now use 
smart home technology – a 
figure expected to double by 
2022, according to market 
research portal Statista. 

The good news is there are 
already plenty of products on 
the market that you could bring 
into your house. Some need 
professional installation, while 
others are a simple DIY set up, 
but a smart home hub is a good 
starting point. Having one of 
these is pretty fundamental 
to operating a connected 

home – they work as 
a control centre for all 
the devices you decide to 
invest in, allowing you to 
communicate with each and 
enabling them to work with one 
another, too. The frontrunners 
are the Google Home and 
Amazon’s Echo, which come 
in variations – for example a 
basic Dot or the advanced Echo 
Show. They all come with voice-
controlled assistants and can 
complete tasks such as setting 
reminders and reading out the 
weather report. If you have smart 
lightbulbs – which screw in as 
you would normal ones – you 
can ask your device to turn on 

“Having one 
of the smart 
hubs is pretty 
fundamental 
to operating a 
connected home 
– they work as a 
control centre for 
your devices.”

the lights and, hey 
presto, they shine. 
Good for safety, too, 
as you can switch 
them on through 
the app while 
you’re out. Voice-
controlled plugs can 
bring your home 
instantly up to date, 
too. Simply fit them 
between the socket 
and an appliance, 
for example a fan, and you can 
switch it on through the app or 
a voice command – saving you 
having to contort behind the 
sofa to locate the ‘on’ switch. 

Another popular device to 
begin with is an intelligent 
doorbell. Brands such as Ring 
provide starter packs, which 
include a video buzzer you can 
access anywhere in the world 
through an app – so you can 
see, hear, and even speak to 
anyone arriving at your home. 
Now that’s clever as well as safe.

Smart home 
technology: where 
do you start?
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Follow  
@kbbmagazine 

on Instagram and 
tune into Yvette’s 

Tech Tuesday 
stories
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1. Home Hub in Chalk, 
£139, Google.
2. 3rd Generation 
Echo Dot in Charcoal, 
£49.99, Amazon.
3. Hue white ambiance  
E27 single bulb,  
£24.99, Philips.
4. Video doorbell 2  
in black, £179, Ring.
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